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Purpose of the Summary: This Interpretive Guide provides basic information about the scores on Alternate ACCESS for
ELLs, the WIDA Consortium’s English language proficiency test for ELLs with significant cognitive disabilities.
The Alternate ACCESS for ELLs is an assessment of English language proficiency (ELP) for students in grades 1–12 who
are classified as English language learners (ELLs) and have significant cognitive disabilities that prevent their meaningful
participation in the ACCESS for ELLs®. The Alternate ACCESS for ELLs is designed to:
o

Meet the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB; 2001) and Individuals with Disabilities Education
Improvement Act (IDEA; 2004) accountability requirements.

o

Facilitate the involvement of ELLs in participating in states’ accountability systems.

o

Provide a method for monitoring the English language proficiency growth of ELLs with significant
cognitive disabilities.

o

Provide guidance to Individualized Education Program (IEP) teams.

The Parent/Guardian and Teacher Score Report presents information about the student’s performance. The report
summarizes student performance based on WIDA’s Alternate English language proficiency levels. It does not provide
information about scores specific to each of the WIDA language development standards.
Demographic Information about the Student
Identifying information is located in the boxes at the top of the score report. This table provides information on the school
district, school, student’s name (last, first, and middle initial), state identification number, district identification number,
grade of the student, date of birth and the student’s IEP status. Additionally it has data about whether the student
participates in other alternate assessments, the number of years exposed to academic English and the student’s primary
and/or secondary disability.
Student’s Level of English Proficiency by language domain
Scoring: Alternate ACCESS for ELLs assesses the language domains of Listening, Reading, Speaking, and Writing.
Repetition and stopping criteria are built in for each domain section to encourage and assist the student through the test.
All sections of the test, Listening, Reading, Speaking, and Writing, are locally scored by the test administrator or teacher.
The Listening and Reading sections are assessed through 9 multiple-choice questions each. All multiple choice questions
are arranged by increasing difficulty. Speaking domain tasks are presented in two parts (A and B) and require the student
to respond verbally. Tasks within each part of the Speaking section are arranged by increasing difficulty. The Writing
section consists of three parts (A, B, and C) and tasks target written language from the student. Tasks in each part of the
Writing section are also arranged by increasing difficulty.
An individual student’s results are reported in two ways: scale scores and English language proficiency levels. For each
domain, the total raw score is converted into a scale score for reporting and then interpreted into proficiency levels for
reporting.
Scale Scores: Scale scores allow raw scores across grades to be compared on a single vertical scale from grade 1 to grade
12. With the vertical scale, scale scores across grades can be compared to one another within (not across) a language
domain (Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing). There is a separate scale for each domain; therefore, a scale of 920 in
Listening does not mean the same as a scale score of 920 in Speaking. The range of possible scale scores for the Alternate
ACCESS for ELLs test form, grade level cluster 1-2 through grade level cluster 9-12 is 910-960. Scale scores can be used
to monitor a student's growth over time within (not across) a language domain (Listening, Speaking, Reading or Writing).
Proficiency Level Scores: The proficiency level scores are interpretations of the scale scores in order to describe student
performance in terms of the WIDA Alternate English language proficiency levels (A1-Initiating, A2-Exploring, A3Spring, 2013

Engaging, 1-Entering, 2-Emerging, and 3- Developing). The numerical proficiency level of the student’s performance is
presented on the Parent/Guardian and Teacher Report. Each language proficiency level is defined on the second page of
the score report. The Listening, Reading, and Speaking domains have possible proficiency level scores of up to 2 –
Emerging, and the Writing domain has a possible proficiency level score of up to 3 – Developing.
The Proficiency Level Scores in the four individual language domains and combinations of domains offer a profile of
student performance. This information, along with WIDA’s Performance Definitions for Alternate ACCESS for ELLs,
and English Language Development Standards, help determine the most appropriate instructional strategies for English
language learners.
Students receive four different composite scores derived from a combination of weighted scale scores from the language
domains. Composite scores are compensatory. Compensatory means that a high score in one language domain could
inflate the composite score, compensating for a low score in another language domain; conversely, a low score in a
language domain could bring down the composite. Please note that only students that complete all sections of the
Alternate ACCESS for ELLs will receive the four types of composite scores.
Oral Language: The Oral Language composite score combines equally weighted scale scores for Listening (50%) and
Speaking (50%).
Literacy: The Literacy composite score combines equally weighted scale scores for Reading (50%) and Writing (50%).
Comprehension: The Comprehension composite score combines the scale scores for Listening (30%) and Reading (70%).
Overall Composite score: The Overall composite score reflects a weighted score based on the scale scores for Listening
(15%), Speaking (15%), Reading (35%), and Writing (35%).
Special note regarding Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Scores: The domains of Listening, Speaking, and Reading do not
include test items targeting levels 3 and above; therefore, students taking this test cannot demonstrate English language
proficiency at levels 3 and higher. However, in the writing domain, students may score up to a Proficiency Level 3.
Page 2 Test Administration Information
This section provides information about the testing session and the test administrator. Test administrators were asked to
identify information about the test environment and accommodations provided to the student during the testing session.
Information about the test administrator’s title and familiarity of the student’s abilities were also identified.
The Performance Definitions
The Performance Definitions for the Alternate English Language Proficiency levels are provided with the
Parent/Guardian and Teacher Report. These definitions provide a global overview of the language acquisition process.
They serve as a summary and synthesis of the alternate model performance indicators (AMPIs) for each language
proficiency level. These definitions were formed using three criteria or descriptors. They are based on ELL students’
increasing comprehension and production in these areas: Linguistic complexity – the amount and quality of speech or
writing for a given situation; Vocabulary usage – the specificity of words or phrases for a given context; and Language
control – the comprehensibility of the communication based on the amount and type of errors.
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