Development of the Kindergarten Form of the
Measure of Developing English Language (K-MODEL) Assessment
This document provides information about the development of the Kindergarten form of
the Measure of Developing English Language assessment (hereafter referred to as KMODEL) (http://wida.us/assessment/MODEL). This assessment was developed at the
same time that the new form of the Kindergarten level ACCESS for ELLs® assessment
(hereafter K-ACCESS) was created for the World-Class Instructional Design and
Assessment (WIDA) Consortium. Because K-ACCESS was developed simultaneously
and for the same population, the technical report for that assessment (MacGregor,
Kenyon, Gibson, & Evans, 2009) may be referenced to address questions about the
development of K-MODEL.
While a separate technical report was not created for the K-MODEL Field Test, the test
development and field testing for K-MODEL and K-ACCESS were conducted
concurrently. In other words, the development process for K-MODEL and K-ACCESS
was identical. Both assessments are based on the same specifications, formed one set of
materials that went through the traditional test development steps (e.g., item writing
workshops, expert review panels, cognitive labs), and are scored by the same rubrics. In
addition, a common scale for both assessments was built, and cut scores for both
assessments were determined on that single scale through one Standard Setting Study.
Given the simultaneous development of the two assessments, the test development
information in the K-ACCESS technical report is equally valid for K-MODEL and
should adequately address any questions regarding either assessment.
During the spring 2008 field testing of the two assessments, K-ACCESS was prioritized
because it is mandatory for all states in the WIDA Consortium in order to comply with
U.S. federal legal requirements. Therefore, if a school scheduled to take K-ACCESS had
to withdraw from the field test, a K-MODEL school was switched to K-ACCESS so as to
maintain an adequate sample size for the necessary psychometric analyses. As a result,
while 297 students participated in the K-ACCESS Field Test, the spring 2008 K-MODEL
Field Test had a sample size of 148, of which 22 were pre-Kindergarteners who took only
the Listening and Speaking portions of the assessment. In additional, in summer 2008, 98
pre-Kindergarteners were tested with K-MODEL.
For complete technical details on the K-ACCESS test, see MacGregor et al. (2009). This
document includes information on the background, conceptualization, and development
of K-ACCESS, as well as detailed descriptions of the K-ACCESS Field Test, Standard
Setting, and the development of the final operational materials. It also provides a full
account of the equating procedure and the reliability and validity analyses conducted for
K-ACCESS.
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